
TUiTION EXEMPTION:
KNOW YOUR RIGHTS

Florida’s Tuition & Fee Exemption for Students who
had Child Welfare Involvement.
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* Change to Florida law effective July 1, 2022.

1. What is the Tuition and Fee Exemption?

It’s the term for the law (Fla. Stat. §1009.25) that provides free college tuition to many students 
who were in the child welfare system. 

 ■ People also use the term “tuition waiver,” the two things are the same.

 ■ There is no money exchanged, the law just tells the school that it cannot charge the student 
for tuition or fees.

2. Who Is ELIGIBLE FOR to the Tuition & Fee Exemption?

Students who turned 18 while in out-of-home care

 ◆ Out-of-home care includes: foster care, group home, relative or non-relative placement.

 ◆ This includes to students in out-of-home care who start college before turning age 18.

Students who were placed into guardianship in their child welfare case.

 ◆ Student must remain in the guardianship until age 18 or start college. 

Students who were adopted from state care after May 5, 1997.

Students who were reunified with a parent as an older teen.* 

 ◆ Must have spent at least 18 months in out of home care after age 14. 

 ◆ Must also be eligible for PELL Grants. (This excludes undocumented immigrant students, 
including DACA recipients.)

3. What Schools Accept the Tuition & Fee Exemption?   
       (click the links for a list)

 ■ State Universities that are public

 ■ Colleges in the Florida College System

 ■ School District Workforce Education Programs - You may know these as vocational schools.

https://www.flbog.edu/universities/
https://www.fldoe.org/schools/higher-ed/fl-college-system/colleges/
https://www.fldoe.org/academics/career-adult-edu/dist-ps-instit.stml
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4. How Long is the Tuition & Fee Exemption Good For?
Until age 28.

5. What Does the Tuition & Fee Exemption Cover?

 ■ Tuition 

 ■ Fees – the statute exempts ALL fees – here are some examples of fees listed in the Board of 
Governor’s Regulations 7.001, 7.003 

6. DOES THE TUITION EXEMPTION COVER BOOKS, SUPPLIES OR LIVING EXPENSES?

The tuition and fee exemption does not cover books, supplies or living expenses.

 ■ Contact your Independent Living Specialist to see if you are eligible for assistance through 
Postsecondary Education Services & Supports, Aftercare or Extended Foster care.

 ■ Contact your Campus Liaison to find out if your school offers additional support to students. 
Find them on the Positive Pathways website.

7. How Do I Access the Tuition & Fee Exemption?

 ■ Obtain a document describing your eligibility from the Community Based Care lead agency in 
the community where your child welfare case was located. 

 ◆ To find the right person, use this list of Independent Living Contacts. 

 ◆ Adoptees use this list of Post Adoption Support Counselors.

 ■ Contact the school’s financial aid office to determine its process for using the exemption.

 › Activity Fee
 › Admissions Deposit
 › Application Fee
 › Athletic Fee
 › Capital Improvement Fee
 › Diploma Replacement Fee
 › Health Fee
 › Lab Fees

 › Late Registration Fee
 › Non-Resident Student Financial Aid Fee
 › Orientation
 › Security Fee
 › Student Financial Aid Fee
 › Technology Fee
 › Transcript Fee
 › Tuition Differential

https://www.flbog.edu/regulations/active-regulations/
https://www.flbog.edu/regulations/active-regulations/
https://www.myflfamilies.com/service-programs/child-welfare/kids/services/independent-living-youth/docs/IL Directory.pdf
https://www.positivepathwaysflorida.org/campus
https://www.myflfamilies.com/service-programs/child-welfare/kids/services/independent-living-youth/docs/IL Directory.pdf
http://www.adoptflorida.org/contactPACounselor.shtml
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8. Do I Have to Provide Documentation Every Semester?

NO!  Schools are required to keep your original documentation and cannot make additional 
requests for the documentation.* (Fla. Stat. §409.1452(1)(b).

**However, you should always check and make sure that your tuition exception is being applied to 
your account each semester.

9. Is there a Limitation on How Many Credit Hours I Can Take?

There is NO LIMIT on the number of credit hours!

10. can i use the Tuition and Fee Exemption for graduate Courses,  
 medical school, or law school?

Yes. There is NO LIMIT on the type of courses or of the degree you seek. All courses that the 
schools charge tuition for from trade school to medical school –are included.

BUT NOTE -not every course advertised by a school is a class that they charge tuition for. 
Many schools advertise special programs or courses that are actually provided by an entity 
outside of the college or university. If the other entity collects the tuition and fees for the 
course. you may not be able to use your tuition exemption.

11. Who Can Help Me with Questions & Issues About the Exemption?

Find your Campus Liaison! Every school is required to have a “knowledgeable, accessible and 
responsive” liaison to assist student in resolving problems.* (Fla. Stat. §409.1452(1)(a)). If 
you weren’t provided that information already -

 ■ Check the school’s website.

 ■ Contact your Independent Living Specialist.

 ■ Check the Positive Pathways website for a current list of Liaisons.

12. What Do I Do if the School Won’t Apply the Exemption?

Find out the exact reason why you are being denied – get the decision in writing.

 ■ If you need additional documentation to prove eligibility, contact the Independent Living 
Specialist for assistance.

https://www.myflfamilies.com/service-programs/child-welfare/kids/services/independent-living-youth/docs/IL Directory.pdf
https://www.positivepathwaysflorida.org/campus
https://www.myflfamilies.com/service-programs/child-welfare/kids/services/independent-living-youth/docs/IL Directory.pdf
https://www.myflfamilies.com/service-programs/child-welfare/kids/services/independent-living-youth/docs/IL Directory.pdf
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 ■Work with the Liaison to get a resolution.

 ■ Ask the Liaison to contact the school’s General Counsel for advice. If they are not willing to 
do that, you can try contacting the General Counsel yourself. 

 ■ If you are stilling having problems, contact us at fcf@floridaschildrenfirst.org

13. Can I Get Money Back if I Wasn’t Supposed to be Charged?

MAYBE.

 ■ There is no set process you can use to get back money that you paid or was taken from your 
financial aid.

 ■ Ask the Campus Liaison for help in getting your money back.

 ■ Ask for the refund as soon as you find out that you were wrongfully charged.

 ■ Your chance of succeeding is higher if the school knew or should have known that you were 
not supposed to be charged. For example,

 ◆ If your tuition was exempted in past semesters.

 ◆ If school has documentation about your status as a former foster youth or in a 
guardianship that show you were entitled to the exemption.

If you encounter problems or have additional questions that you cannot get 

answered contact Florida’s Children First at  fcf@floridaschildrenfirst.org

Florida’s Children First has used its best efforts in collecting and preparing material included in this publication but does not warrant that the 
information herein is complete or accurate, and does not assume, and hereby disclaims, any liability to any person for any loss or damage 
caused by errors or omissions herein, whether such errors or omissions result from negligence, accident or any other cause. This publication 
is intended for use as a general reference source for young people in state care and those who have recently aged out, along with their advo-
cates and case workers. It is not meant to provide legal opinions or advice, and is not a substitute for the advice of an  attorney.

mailto:fcf%40floridaschildrenfirst.org?subject=QUESTION%20ABOUT%20FLORIDA%20TUITION%20EXEMPTION

