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VVIISSIIOONN  
  

The vision of Florida’s Children First, Inc. is that Florida puts its children and youth 
first when making policy decisions; that all public and private agencies and 
programs that touch the lives of children and youth work in a coordinated, 
comprehensive manner maximizing public and private resources; that effective 
implementation of public policy will lead to healthy children, youth and families.  

  

There are 20,048 children in 

out of home care* 

*statistics dated May 2012 
Cover: image courtesy of the State Archives of Florida  

 

Nearly 70% of foster children will 

leave high school without a degree 

Approximately 206 children in 

state custody are missing* 

 

MMIISSSSIIOONN  
  

Florida’s Children First, Inc. is a non-profit organization dedicated to advancing the 
rights of at-risk children and youth; the organization seeks full representation of 
children and youth and meaningful and sustainable improvement in Florida’s child-
serving systems using a range of strategies including public policy development, on-
going training and technical assistance, and where necessary, strategic litigation.  
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I am honored to be included in the 10-year history of the most credible, accomplished 
child advocacy organization in Florida. Three years ago when I joined Florida’s Children 
First, I recognized the challenges ahead but also realized that improving the system of 
care for our vulnerable children would bring great personal rewards. I am grateful for 
the excellent groundwork laid by the former Executive Directors which helped 
establish the wonderful reputation enjoyed by FCF. 
 

The commitment, dedication and hard work of the Board President, Directors and staff are the backbone 
of our well-established organization. Through our publications, training opportunities, legislative and 
executive branch advocacy and public appearances, we have shared the difficulties and have educated the 
public on the daily issues facing children who are at risk or in care. Most important are the many positive 
systemic changes that have been realized through the efforts of FCF. When we are able to impact the 
system, not only are we helping the individual children today but we are guaranteeing that every child who 
follows will enjoy the same benefits. In this way, we have helped thousands of children in Florida’s child-
caring systems. 
 

The expansion of Florida Youth SHINE has been one of the most rewarding aspects of my position. I have 
seen FYS grow, gaining more current and former foster youth as they learn to advocate for positive 
changes. They are a powerful force as a group, and they are individually empowered by the knowledge 
that they are having an impact for all other foster children. 
 

We remain grateful to our funders and appreciative of our faithful supporters. We look forward to 
continuing our good work and we remain committed to many more years of protecting the rights of 
defenseless children in Florida. 

Sincerely,  
 
 

Christina L. Spudeas, Esq. 

 
Over ten years ago, Florida’s leading child advocates recognized that they were 
individually working on the complex legal issues facing at-risk children and children in 
care, but without a common voice.  We realized that by joining forces we could combine 
and prioritize our individual efforts and work together as a strong, cohesive group of 
advocates to more effectively tackle the problems in the systems of care. This was the 
beginning of Florida’s Children First. 

 

Over the years we have gone from an all volunteer effort to a professional staff. We have also developed 
an active 27 member Board of Directors comprised of lawyers, business professionals and other child 
advocates who have the passion and expertise to make positive changes for our vulnerable children.  We 
have included an Advisory Board of 35 professionals and also hundreds of volunteers in local communities 
who work together to protect the legal rights of children, especially those in the foster care system. 
 

Our successes and our methods to effect changes to better the lives of children are many and varied.  
However, our highest priority remains in making sure each child in the dependency system has a qualified 
advocate to help navigate the child through their own dependency case.  To reach our goals, we use 
legislative and executive branch education and advocacy, policy advocacy, publications, training, technical 
assistance, information through public media, recruitment, training and mentoring of volunteer lawyers, 
and we have the potential to conduct litigation if needed. All of our work would not be possible without 
our grants, sponsors and supporters.   I want to thank them all for making our children a top priority. We 
look forward to many more years of success and to continuing our partnership with like-minded 
individuals and organizations as we continue to fight for the rights of our vulnerable children. 

Sincerely, 
 
 
Howard M. Talenfeld, Esq. 

 

AA   MM EE SS SS AA GG EE   FF RR OO MM   TT HH EE   EE XX EE CC UU TT II VV EE   DD II RR EE CC TT OO RR   

AA   MM EE SS SS AA GG EE   FF RR OO MM   TT HH EE   PP RR EE SS II DD EE NN TT   
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  ““EEVV EE RR YY   SS TT AA TT EE   SS HH OO UU LL DD   HH AA VV EE   AA NN   OO RR GG AA NN II ZZ AA TT II OO NN   LL II KK EE   FF LL OO RR II DD AA '' SS   

CC HH II LL DD RR EE NN   FF II RR SS TT ..     TT HH EE   LL EE AA DD EE RR SS HH II PP   AA NN DD   SS TT AA FF FF   AA RR EE   BB RR II GG HH TT ,,   

EE NN TT HH UU SS II AA SS TT II CC   AA NN DD   EE NN GG AA GG EE DD   II NN   AA LL LL   OO FF   TT HH EE   RR EE LL EE VV AA NN TT   II SS SS UU EE SS   TT HH AA TT   HH AA VV EE   AA NN   

II MM PP AA CC TT   OO NN   CC HH II LL DD RR EE NN   AA NN DD   FF AA MM II LL II EE SS ..     II   HH AA VV EE   FF OO UU NN DD   TT HH EE MM   TT OO   BB EE   

WW OO NN DD EE RR FF UU LL   PP AA RR TT NN EE RR SS   WW HH OO   CC OO NN SS II SS TT EE NN TT LL YY   SS TT AA NN DD   FF OO RR   FF AA II RR NN EE SS SS   AA NN DD   

EE QQ UU AA LL II TT YY ,,   UU SS II NN GG   FF AA CC TT SS   AA NN DD   DD AA TT AA   FF RR OO MM   TT HH EE   HH UU MM AA NN   SS EE RR VV II CC EE   AA RR EE NN AA .. ””     

PP AA UU LL   DD II LL OO RR EE NN ZZ OO ,,   SS EE NN II OO RR   DD II RR EE CC TT OO RR   AA TT   CC AA SS EE YY   FF AA MM II LL YY   PP RR OO GG RR AA MM SS   

 

““ II   HH AA VV EE   AA LL WW AA YY SS   AA PP PP RR EE CC II AA TT EE DD   TT HH AA TT   FFCCFF   HH AA SS   KK II DD SS   AA TT   TT HH EE   

FF OO RR EE FF RR OO NN TT ,,   NN OO   QQ UU EE SS TT II OO NN ..     TT HH EE YY   AA RR EE   AA LL WW AA YY SS   WW II LL LL II NN GG   TT OO   AA DD VV II SS EE   

AA NN DD   TT EE AA CC HH   MM EE   HH OO WW   II   CC AA NN   BB EE SS TT   SS EE RR VV EE   KK II DD SS ..     AA NN YY OO NN EE   II NN   GG OO VV EE RR NN MM EE NN TT   

WW HH OO   II SS   NN OO TT   WW II LL LL II NN GG   TT OO   AA TT   LL EE AA SS TT   LL II SS TT EE NN   TT OO   TT HH EE MM   II SS   RR EE AA LL LL YY   MM II SS SS II NN GG   

OO UU TT ..     TT HH EE YY   HH AA VV EE   AA   LL OO TT   TT OO   TT EE AA CC HH ,,   AA NN DD   WW EE   AA LL LL   HH AA VV EE   AA   LL OO TT   TT OO   LL EE AA RR NN .. ””       

NN II CC KK   CC OO XX ,,   SS TT AA TT EE WW II DD EE   PP RR OO SS EE CC UU TT OO RR   

 

““FF LL OO RR II DD AA ’’ SS   CC HH II LL DD RR EE NN   FF II RR SS TT   II SS   TT HH EE   SS TT AA TT EE ’’ SS   MM OO SS TT   PP OO WW EE RR FF UU LL   

VV OO II CC EE   FF OO RR   CC HH II LL DD RR EE NN   II NN   TT HH EE   CC HH II LL DD   WW EE LL FF AA RR EE   SS YY SS TT EE MM ,,   II NN CC LL UU DD II NN GG   TT HH OO SS EE   

TT RR AA NN SS II TT II OO NN II NN GG   II NN TT OO   AA DD UU LL TT HH OO OO DD .. ””   

  

TT EE DD   GG RR AA NN GG EE RR ,,   PP RR EE SS II DD EE NN TT   OO FF   UU NN II TT EE DD   WW AA YY   OO FF   FF LL OO RR II DD AA   

  

  

““ TT OO   HH EE AA RR   FF RR OO MM   TT HH EE SS EE   YY OO UU TT HH   II NN   PP AA RR TT II CC UU LL AA RR ,,   TT HH EE   PP OO WW EE RR   OO FF   AA   DD II RR EE CC TT   

SS TT OO RR YY   ––   TT HH EE   PP OO WW EE RR   OO FF   TT HH EE   RR EE AA LL   SS TT OO RR YY   ––   II SS   FF AA II RR LL YY   OO VV EE RR WW HH EE LL MM II NN GG .. ””   

FF OO RR MM EE RR   SS TT AA TT EE   SS EE NN AA TT OO RR   AA NN DD   CC UU RR RR EE NN TT   CC FF OO   OO FF   FF LL OO RR II DD AA ,,   JJ EE FF FF   AA TT WW AA TT EE RR   
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    II NN VV EE SS TT   II NN   FF LL OO RR II DD AA ’’ SS   FF UU TT UU RR EE   

 
 
 
 

Pictured: Kaydrin Herbert was 
honored at the 2009 FCF Child 
Advocacy Awards with his 
adoptive mother, Georgina. 
Kaydrin entered foster care as 
an abused baby with severe 
disabilities. He stole the heart 
of the nurse who cared and 
eventually was able to legally 
adopt Kaydrin, giving him a 
loving permanent home.  This 
special needs adoption would 
not have been possible without 
the tireless efforts of their  
community and attorney, FCF 
President Howard Talenfeld. 

 

FCF has accomplished much, but there is much more to do. 

With your support we can advance policy and practices to enhance 

the quality of life and future success of Florida's foster children. 

Leverage your funds not just to help one child,  

but to improve the system for all children. 

 

JJooiinn  uuss  iinn  tthhee  ffiigghhtt  ffoorr  cchhiillddrreenn’’ss  rriigghhttss  
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FF LL OO RR II DD AA ’’ SS   CC HH II LL DD RR EE NN   FF II RR SS TT   ((FFCCFF)) is a child advocacy organization that is 

dedicated to fighting for the rights of Florida’s at-risk children and youth.  We use our 
skills as advocates to get the systems that serve children to do a better job.  
 

FCF is powered by a small staff, an active board, and by collaboration with advocates in 
legal services, government and public interest organizations.  FCF began with a cadre of 
lawyers who individually, and in teams, had used the legal system to try to bring about 
substantial change for children in state care.  Our founders knew that by pooling talent 
and resources, and adding other forms of advocacy, we could create a powerful force 
for children. Our Board has expanded to include business professionals and other 
advocates with a passion for children’s issues.   
 

We bring the problems, concerns and interests of vulnerable children to the attention of 
people who can make changes.  
 

EEDD UU CC AA TT II OO NN   &&   PP UU BB LL II CC   AAWW AA RR EE NN EE SS SS   
  

FCF brings public awareness to issues affecting Florida’s children through training, 
publications, media outreach and by hosting awards presentations to honor the most 
effective child advocates in communities throughout Florida.   

 

  

  

  

  

  

EEXX EE CC UU TT II VV EE   BB RR AA NN CC HH   AADD VV OO CC AA CC YY   
  

Whether working closely or at arm’s length with any particular agency – FCF is always at 
the forefront of bringing children’s rights concerns to the appropriate agency personnel.  
When asked, we serve on governmental committees and tasks forces that guide public 
policy.  When gentle persuasion doesn’t win the day, we are not afraid to engage 
agencies in formal rule-making /challenge processes. 

WW HH OO   WW EE   AA RR EE   &&  

We’ve trained more than 10,000 child welfare professionals, volunteers and 
attorneys in more than 15 topics. 
 
We are the media’s go-to organization for public comment on child welfare issues. 
 
We have published numerous guides that explain the legal rights of children in terms 
that youth and their adult supporters can understand. 
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LL EE GG II SS LL AA TT II VV EE   AA DD VV OO CC AA CC YY   
  

FCF is the most persistent and successful organization advocating on child welfare issues 
at the Florida Legislature.  We draft new legislation, comment and revise proposed 
legislation, and provide concrete examples of the impact of proposed bills on Florida’s 
foster children. 
 

  

LL II TT II GG AA TT II OO NN   &&   JJUU DD II CC II AA LL   BB RR AA NN CC HH   AA DD VV OO CC AA CC YY   
  

FCF has never initiated civil litigation, though we stand ready to sue if the need arises.  
We have always supported attorneys engaged in litigation on behalf of their child 
clients, in part by filing dozens of amicus briefs asserting children’s rights.  We have 
participated in the drafting of and commenting on the Juvenile Rules of Procedure. We 
facilitate the appointment of attorneys for children in dependency proceedings and 
obtain lawyers for former foster youth with civil legal needs. 

 

WW HH AA TT   WW EE   DD OO  

FCF served on Florida’s “core team” for two National Governor’s Association Policy 
Academies, the Gabriel Myers Task Force, Human Trafficking Task Force, the 
Independent Living Re-design Committee, and the Independent Living Services 
Advisory Council, among others. 
 
FCF initiated rule-making with the Agency for Persons with Disabilities concerning 
the prioritization of children in foster care for the Waiver waiting list. 

FCF had a substantial part in obtaining passage of laws: requiring Interagency 
Agreements for Education and Child Welfare; creating the Children & Youth Cabinet; 
providing Youth Access to their Records; expanding Independent Living Services;  
promoting significant reforms to the educational rights and services for children in 
state care; and fought for millions of dollars for the Guardian Ad Litem program. 
 
FCF has also successfully spearheaded efforts to stop the Legislature from reducing 
funding for Independent Living Services; dropping the age for Independent Living 
Services; and limiting the liability of privatized providers who are responsible for 
injuries to children in state care. 

Our amicus briefs have been accepted in every District Court of Appeal, the Florida 
Supreme Court, the Eleventh Circuit Court of Appeals, and some trial courts. We’ve 
obtained counsel for numerous children referred by DCF, the GAL and other 
concerned persons. 
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““FFCCFF ’’ SS   WW OO RR KK   HH AA SS   LL EE DD   TT HH EE   WW AA YY   FF OO RR   YY OO UU TT HH   AA GG II NN GG   OO UU TT   OO FF   

FF OO SS TT EE RR   CC AA RR EE ..   FF LL OO RR II DD AA   HH AA SS   NN OO   BB EE TT TT EE RR   AA DD VV OO CC AA CC YY   GG RR OO UU PP   WW OO RR KK II NN GG   

OO NN   CC HH II LL DD RR EE NN ’’ SS   II SS SS UU EE SS .. ””   

SSTT AA TT EE   SS EE NN AA TT OO RR   NNAA NN   RR II CC HH   

““WW II TT HH OO UU TT   TT HH EE   LL OO VV EE   AA NN DD   SS UU PP PP OO RR TT   OO FF   FFCCFF   II   TT RR UU LL YY   WW OO UU LL DD   

NN OO TT   BB EE   TT HH EE   AA DD VV OO CC AA TT EE   AA NN DD   LL EE AA DD EE RR   II   AA MM   TT OO DD AA YY ..   TT HH EE YY   HH EE LL PP EE DD   MM EE   

DD II SS CC OO VV EE RR   TT HH EE   TT AA LL EE NN TT   AA NN DD   TT HH EE   PP OO TT EE NN TT II AA LL   TT HH AA TT   WW AA SS   WW II TT HH II NN   MM EE .. ””       
  

DD EE RR RR II CC KK   RR II GG GG II NN SS   

  FFYY SS   AA LL UU MM NN II   AA NN DD   CC UU RR RR EE NN TT   LL AA WW   SS TT UU DD EE NN TT   

  

Pictured: children of foster-adoptive family and  
Florida Youth SHINE Alumni, Linsey Brewster-Jenkins 
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          BB YY   TT HH EE   NN UU MM BB EE RR SS    

            $$44,,000000,,000000  ddoonnaatteedd  iinn  pprrooffeessssiioonnaall  sseerrvviicceess  

                1100,,000000  ppeeooppllee  ttrraaiinneedd  ssttaatteewwiiddee  

77,,000000  pprroo  bboonnoo  hhoouurrss  ddoonnaatteedd  

        11,,555533  ddeeddiiccaatteedd  ddoonnoorrss  &&  ssuuppppoorrtteerrss  

                5500,,000000  hhoouurrss  ooff  yyoouutthh  aaddvvooccaaccyy  aanndd  ttrraaiinniinngg  

                        1155  eedduuccaattiioonnaall  ppuubblliiccaattiioonnss  oonn  cchhiillddrreenn’’ss  rriigghhttss  

                                                    2200  aammiiccuuss  bbrriieeffss  ffiilleedd  

1133  bbiillllss  ddrraafftteedd,,  ssuuppppoorrtteedd  oorr  ppaasssseedd  

              $$110000,,000000  lliittiiggaattiioonn  ffuunndd  bbuutt......  

                                        00  llaaww  ssuuiittss  nneeeeddeedd  

  

  

  

““AA LL LL   PP AA RR TT SS   OO FF   FF LL OO RR II DD AA ’’ SS   CC HH II LL DD   WW EE LL FF AA RR EE   SS YY SS TT EE MM   HH AA VV EE   TT OO   

TT AA LL KK   TT OO   OO NN EE   AA NN OO TT HH EE RR ..   FF LL OO RR II DD AA ’’ SS   CC HH II LL DD RR EE NN   FF II RR SS TT   MM AA KK EE SS   SS UU RR EE   

TT HH AA TT   HH AA PP PP EE NN SS ..   TT HH EE II RR   CC OO NN TT RR II BB UU TT II OO NN SS   AA RR EE   II NN VV AA LL UU AA BB LL EE .. ””   
  

BB OO BB   BB UU TT TT EE RR WW OO RR TT HH   

FF OO RR MM EE RR   DDCCFF   SS EE CC RR EE TT AA RR YY   22 0000 77-- 22 0000 99   
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FFCCFF  MMAAKKEESS  AA  DDIIFFFFEERREENNCCEE  IINN  TTHHEE  LLIIVVEESS  

FFCCFF  MMAAKKEESS  AA  DDIIFFFFEERREENNCCEE  IINN  TTHHEE  LLIIVVEESS  
 
  

  

TT OO PP   HH II GG HH LL II GG HH TT SS   OO VV EE RR      

SSUUBBSSTTAANNTTIIAALLLLYY  MMOORREE  YYOOUUTTHH  AATTTTEENNDD  TTHHEEIIRR  CCOOUURRTT  PPRROOCCEEEEDDIINNGGSS.. In 2008, 

FCF began focusing on the need to have youth participate in their dependency 
court proceedings. We have trained thousands of child welfare professionals 
on the importance of involving youth in court as well on how to prepare and 
support youth to make their experiences successful. We co-authored “Hearing 
Your Voice” a Guide to Your Dependency Court Case with the American Bar 
Association. And we support the “Model Court” initiatives which are 
promoting youth involvement in court. We supported an amendment to the 
rules of procedure that presumes children should be in court. It was adopted 
by Florida Supreme Court effective June, 2012. 
 

RR II GG HH TT   TT OO   RR EE CC OO RR DD SS   

YY OO UU TT HH   II NN   CC OO UU RR TT   

YYOOUUTTHH  FFIINNAALLLLYY  HHAAVVEE  AACCCCEESSSS  TTOO  TTHHEEIIRR  CCHHIILLDD  WWEELLFFAARREE  RREECCOORRDDSS..  After 

years of legal wrangling in the state courts, FCF with the strong advocacy of 
the youth in FYS convinced the Legislature to strengthen the laws that provide 
youth with access to their child welfare records.  
 

Pictured: FYS members advocating at the 2012 

Congressional Caucus on Foster Youth 
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OOFF  CCHHIILLDDRREENN  IINN  SSTTAATTEE  CCAARREE    

BB ee cc aa uu ss ee   oo ff   FF CC FF ’’ ss   ww oo rr kk .. .. ..     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AA  NNOORRMMAALL  LLIIFFEE    IISS  AA  PPRRIIOORRIITTYY.. Working with FYS to highlight the importance 

of being able to engage in the "normal" activities of childhood, FCF's advocacy 
has ensured that kids get their allowance, or can sleep over at a friend's house 
without a background check.  More importantly, our consistent advocacy has 
resulted in "normalcy” becoming a priority for DCF. 
 

FFEEWWEERR  FFOOSSTTEERR  CCHHIILLDDRREENN  AARREE  IINNAAPPPPRROOPPRRIIAATTEELLYY  PPRROOVVIIDDEEDD  PPSSYYCCHHOOTTRROOPPIICC  

medication because of FCFs sustained efforts in raising red flags, documenting 
abuses, and participating in DCF’s review of administration of medication; 
participating in rule drafting; and training hundreds of individuals on the rights 
of children in state care. 
 

AA   NN OO RR MM AA LL   LL II FF EE   

PP SS YY CC HH OO TT RR OO PP II CC   MM EE DD II CC AA TT II OO NN   

““ II   HH AA DD   TT HH EE   PP LL EE AA SS UU RR EE   OO FF   SS EE RR VV II NN GG   TT HH II SS   GG RR OO UU PP   AA SS   TT HH EE   FF II RR SS TT   EE XX EE CC UU TT II VV EE   

DD II RR EE CC TT OO RR   OO FF   FF LL OO RR II DD AA '' SS   CC HH II LL DD RR EE NN   FF II RR SS TT ..   AA SS   AA   CC LL II NN II CC AA LL   PP RR OO FF EE SS SS OO RR   WW HH OO   HH AA DD   

SS EE RR VV EE DD   CC HH II LL DD RR EE NN   OO NN   AA NN   II NN DD II VV II DD UU AA LL   BB AA SS II SS ,,   II TT   WW AA SS   GG RR EE AA TT   TT OO   SS EE EE   TT HH EE   II MM PP AA CC TT   

SS UU CC HH   AA   GG RR OO UU PP   CC OO UU LL DD   HH AA VV EE   OO NN   TT HH EE   LL EE GG II SS LL AA TT II VV EE   AA NN DD   EE XX EE CC UU TT II VV EE   BB RR AA NN CC HH EE SS ..   WW EE   

LL EE AA RR NN EE DD   TT HH AA TT   WW EE   CC OO UU LL DD   SS UU CC CC EE EE DD   OO NN   II NN DD II VV II DD UU AA LL   CC AA SS EE SS   BB UU TT   TT HH OO SS EE   

SS UU CC CC EE SS SS EE SS   WW EE RR EE   UU SS UU AA LL LL YY   RR EE VV EE RR SS EE DD   TT HH RR OO UU GG HH   AA DD MM II NN II SS TT RR AA TT II VV EE   RR EE GG UU LL AA TT II OO NN SS   

OO RR   LL EE GG II SS LL AA TT II VV EE   AA CC TT II OO NN   ––   WWIITT HHOO UUTT   FFLL OO RRII DD AA ''SS   CCHHIILL DD RR EENN   FF II RRSS TT ,,   

CC HHIILL DD RREENN   MM II GGHHTT   CC OO NN TT IINN UU EE  TT OO   WWIINN   IINN DDII VVIIDD UUAA LL   BBAA TT TT LL EESS   

BBUUTT   LL OO SS EE  IINN   TT HH EE  EENN DD .. ””       
  

GG EE RR RR YY   GG LL YY NN NN ,,   FF OO RR MM EE RR   FF CCFF   EE XX EE CC UU TT II VV EE   DD II RR EE CC TT OO RR     

AA NN DD   CC UU RR RR EE NN TT   LL AA WW   PP RR OO FF EE SS SS OO RR   AA TT   BB AA RR RR YY   UU NN II VV EE RR SS II TT YY   

1,270 children = 28% of kids in out of home 

care are prescribed psychotropic medication* 
*as of April 2012 

  

TT HH EE   PP AA SS TT   TT EE NN   YY EE AA RR SS  
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FFCCFF  MMAAKKEESS  AA  DDIIFFFFEERREENNCCEE  IINN  TTHHEE  LLIIVVEESS  OOFF  

CCHHIILLDDRREENN  IINN  SSTTAATTEE  CCAARREE  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

  
  

CCHHIILLDDRREENN  WWIITTHH  DDEEVVEELLOOPPMMEENNTTAALL  DDIISSAABBIILLIITTIIEESS in the child welfare system 

are far more likely to obtain needed services under the Medicaid Waiver.  At 
its inception, the Agency for Persons with Disabilities declined to provide 
developmental services under the Medicaid Waiver for children who were in 
the child welfare system.  Because of FCF’s continual advocacy, APD reversed 
its position, the Legislature made foster children the number 2 priority for 
getting off the waiting list, and now each month, children who need waiver 
services to obtain permanency are moved off the waiting list and on to the 
Waiver. 
 
 
 

FFLLOORRIIDDAA  FFOOCCUUSSEESS  OONN  TTHHEE  TTRRAANNSSIITTIIOONN  NNEEEEDDSS of young people who “age 

out” of the child welfare system.  Thanks to FCF's work, Florida's laws and 
regulations are among the most advanced in the country in recognizing the 
needs of youth exiting state care.  Our Frequently Asked Questions is the 
go-to guide for youth and adults seeking to understand the law. Older teens 
no longer have to choose between a future and a family, and young adults 
have access to services, heath care and funding for living needs while 
completing their education.   
 
 
  

YYOOUUTTHH  AARREE  EEMMPPOOWWEERREEDD  TTOO  SSPPEEAAKK  FFOORR  TTHHEEMMSSEELLVVEESS on issues that affect 

the lives of children in state care with the creation of Florida Youth SHINE – 
the first state-wide advocacy organization of current and former foster 
youth.  What started with a handful of members in 2006 has grown to 11 
chapters with over 150 members in 2012. 
 

DD EE VV EE LL OO PP MM EE NN TT AA LL   DD II SS AA BB II LL II TT II EE SS   

II NN DD EE PP EE NN DD EE NN TT   LL II VV II NN GG   

YY OO UU TT HH   EE MM PP OO WW EE RR MM EE NN TT   

  

TT OO PP   HH II GG HH LL II GG HH TT SS   OO VV EE RR      
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TToopp  HHiigghhlliigghhttss  ((22000022--22001122))  CCoonnttiinnuueedd  

BB ee cc aa uu ss ee   oo ff   FF CC FF ’’ ss   ww oo rr kk .. .. ..     

  

  
  

MMOORREE  CCHHIILLDDRREENN  IINN  SSTTAATTEE  CCAARREE  HHAAVVEE  TTHHEEIIRR  OOWWNN  AATTTTOORRNNEEYYSS who are 

better trained to represent them.   Through our Counsel for Kids agreement 
with DCF, the Tracey McPharlin Initiative, Justice For Foster Youth, and 
community outreach, FCF continues to recruit and train lawyers to represent 
children in dependency proceedings as well as related civil proceedings.  We 
have and will continue to advocate for systemic reform so that all children in 
state care have access to high quality representation. 
 
 
 

VVIICCTTIIMMSS  OOFF  SSEEXXUUAALL  AABBUUSSEE  HHAAVVEE  MMOORREE  PPRROOTTEECCTTIIOONNSS.. FCF's advocacy has 

highlighted the systemic problem of child on child sexual abuse in the child 
welfare system. By working with DCF and training hundreds of child welfare 
workers we have raised awareness of the problems and community based 
resources.  We also took the voice of the youth who were re-abused by adult 
caregivers in visitation to the Legislature which amended visitation laws in 
the Keeping Children Safe Act. 
 

  

FFLLOORRIIDDAA’’SS  FFOOSSTTEERR  CCHHIILLDDRREENN  have a better chance at educational success. 

FCF promoted legislation that requires state and local child welfare and 
education systems to create interagency agreements on serving children; 
legislation that strengthens the laws to improve school stability and ensure 
that foster youth with disabilities are appropriately served in school; and FCF 
has educated legislators, administrators and trained hundreds of child 
welfare front line workers on the importance of education to youth in state 
care. 
 

 

 

EE DD UU CC AA TT II OO NN AA LL   SS UU CC CC EE SS SS   

RR EE PP RR EE SS EE NN TT AA TT II OO NN   

PPiiccttuurreedd::  FFlloorriiddaa  YYoouutthh  SSHHIINNEE  aaddvvooccaattiinngg  aatt  tthhee  CCaappiittooll  22001122  

  

TT HH EE   PP AA SS TT   TT EE NN   YY EE AA RR SS  

PP RR OO TT EE CC TT II NN GG   TT HH EE   AA BB UU SS EE DD   
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FF LL OO RR II DD AA   YY OO UU TT HH   SS HH II NN EE   (( FF YY SS ))   II SS   AA   SS TT AA TT EE WW II DD EE   YY OO UU TT HH   DD RR II VV EE NN ,,   PP EE EE RR   LL EE DD   

OO RR GG AA NN II ZZ AA TT II OO NN   TT HH AA TT   EE MM PP OO WW EE RR SS   CC UU RR RR EE NN TT   AA NN DD   FF OO RR MM EE RR   FF OO SS TT EE RR   YY OO UU TT HH   TT OO   

BB EE CC OO MM EE   AA DD VV OO CC AA TT EE SS   FF OO RR   AA LL LL   YY OO UU TT HH   II NN   CC AA RR EE ..  FYS was founded in 2005 by 
Florida’s Children First with the help of many key stakeholders within the child 
welfare community. Since then FYS has quickly become Florida’s leading youth 
advocacy organization who participate in public policy advocacy to improve child 
protection and foster care services on both a state and local level. Chapters meet 
once a month to engage in advocacy, discuss current welfare issues, and raise 
awareness in their community. Throughout the year, they travel across the state 
to educate legislators and those working directly in the system of care about the 
issues they face that many take for granted.  
 

  

  

  

  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

““TTOO   SS EEEE  TT HHAA TT   TT HHEEYY  HHAA VVEE  PP EE RRSS EE VVEE RR EEDD  SS OO   MMUUCC HH  AA NN DD   

SS TT II LL LL   HH AA VV EE   TT HH EE   BB EE LL II EE FF   TT HH AA TT   TT HH EE YY   CC AA NN   AA CC CC OO MM PP LL II SS HH   AA NN YY TT HH II NN GG   RR EE AA LL LL YY   

GG II VV EE SS   MM EE   AA   LL OO TT   OO FF   PP RR II DD EE .. ””   

 

  

  

FFYYSS  WWIITTHH  LLIIEEUUTTEENNAANNTT  GGOOVVEERRNNOORR  JJEENNNNIIFFEERR  CCAARRRROOLLLL  

FFLL OO RR II DD AA   YYOO UU TT HH   SS ..HH .. II .. NN ..EE ..   

S t r i v i n g  H i g h  f o r  I n d e p e n d e n c e  a N d  E m p o w e r m e n t  

FFYYSS  WWIITTHH  FFOORRMMEERR  DDCCFF  SSEECCRREETTAARRYY    

GGEEOORRGGEE  SSHHEELLDDOONN  AATT  DDCCFF  SSUUMMMMIITT   

FFYYSS  AALLUUMMNNII  DDEERRRRIICCKK  RRIIGGGGIINNSS,,  JJEESSSSEE  WWIILLSSOONN,,    

SSTTAATTEEWWIIDDEE  CCOOOORRDDIINNAATTOORR  LLIINNDDSSAAYY  BBAAAACCHH    
AANNDD  FFCCFF  EEXXEECC..  DDIIRR..  CCHHRRIISSTTIINNAA  SSPPUUDDEEAASS  

LL II EE UU TT EE NN AA NN TT   GG OO VV EE RR NN OO RR   JJ EE NN NN II FF EE RR   CC AA RR RR OO LL LL   
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FFYYSS  WWIITTHH  DDCCFF  SSEECCRREETTAARRYY  DDAAVVIIDD  WWIILLKKIINNSS  

&&  MMRRSS..  WWIILLKKIINNSS  

FFYYSS  WWIITTHH  SSTTAATTEE  SSEENNAATTOORR  RROONNDDAA  SSTTOORRMMSS  

FFYYSS  WWIITTHH  SSEENNAATTEE  PPRREESSIIDDEENNTT  MMIIKKEE  HHAARRIIDDOOPPOOLLOOSS  

““ II NN SS TT EE AA DD   OO FF   SS TT AA NN DD II NN GG   AA RR OO UU NN DD   WW AA TT CC HH II NN GG   AA NN DD   WW II SS HH II NN GG   FF OO RR   CC HH AA NN GG EE ,,   NN OO WW   

II   AA MM   AA   PP AA RR TT   OO FF   TT HH EE   PP RR OO CC EE SS SS ..   FFCCFF   AA NN DD  FFYYSS   HHAA VVEE  CC HHAA NN GG EEDD  MMYY   

LL IIFF EE   AA NN DD  FF OO RR  TT HHAA TT   II   AA MM  HHOO NN OO RR EEDD .. ””   
            TT AA MM MM YY   WW OO RR KK MM AA NN ,,   FF OO RR MM EE RR   FF YY SS   SS TT AA TT EE WW II DD EE   CC OO OO RR DD II NN AA TT OO RR   

 
 

 

GG RR OO WW TT HH   OO FF   FF YY SS   CC HH AA PP TT EE RR SS   AA NN DD   MM EE MM BB EE RR SS HH II PP   SS TT AA TT EE WW II DD EE   II SS   OO FF FF   TT HH EE   CC HH AA RR TT SS !!   
With 11 chapters and over 150 members, FYS is in need of chapter mentors in 
all areas of the state to help our members continue to excel. Currently we have 
chapters in Broward, Hillsborough, Jacksonville, Miami, Orlando, Palm Beach, 
Pensacola, Pinellas/Pasco, Sarasota/Manatee/DeSoto, Tallahassee and Vero 
Beach.  
 

TTOO   GG EETT   IINN VVOO LL VV EE DD ,,   PP LL EEAA SS EE   CC OO NN TT AA CC TT   TT HHEE   

SSTT AA TT EEWWIIDD EE  CCOO OO RRDD IINN AA TT OO RR ,,   LL IINN DDSS AA YY   BBAA AA CC HH   
 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Florida-
Youth-Shine/173308249384965 
 

http://twitter.com/#!/flyouthshine 
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TT HH AA NN KK   YY OO UU   
  

HOLLAND &  KNIGHT –  DONATED OVER $550,000  IN LEGAL SERVICES  

WHITE &  CASE –  DONATED OVER $350,000  IN LEGAL SERVICES  

COLODNY , FASS, TALENFELD, KARLINSKY &  ABATE –  DONATED OVER $175,000  IN LEGAL SERVICES  

L.  JAMES DICKSON OF TRENAM KEMKER –  10 YEARS OF SERVICE AS OUR CORPORATE COUNSEL 

BOARDROOM COMMUNICATIONS –  OVER 5 YEARS OF SERVICE AS OUR PUBLIC RELATIONS SPECIALIST  

 

Florida’s Children First is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit and we rely on the generous support 
of individuals, corporations and private foundations. Donations of volunteer, 
professional services, pro bono time and money help continue the work of FCF as 
we remain a diligent watchdog and fight for the rights of Florida’s at-risk children. 

 
 
 
More than 150 lawyers have performed over 7,000 hours of legal services to FCF 
and the children we serve. Below are some of our top supporters who have made 
significant efforts on behalf of Florida’s Children First. 

 

 
Florida’s Children First is one of only 4% of evaluated charities to receive  the 
highest rating possible by Charity Navigator 5 years in a row.  Our 4 star rating 
reflects the fact that FCF consistently executes its mission in a fiscally responsible 
way and outperforms most other charities in America. 

 

94% 

2% 

4% 

How Each Dollar is Allocated 

Program Expenses 

Administrative Expenses 

Fundraising Expenses 

OO UU RR   RR EE SS OO UU RR CC EE SS  

CC HH AA RR II TT YY   NN AA VV II GG AA TT OO RR   

LL EE VV EE RR AA GG II NN GG   CC OO MM MM UU NN II TT YY   RR EE SS OO UU RR CC EE SS     
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The Florida Bar Foundation’s Legal Assistance for the Poor and the Children’s Legal 
Services Grant allows Florida’s Children First to 
continue and expand its work. The Children’s 
Systematic Initiative (CSI) focuses on the legal 
rights and needs of Florida’s children who are at 
risk and/or in the state system of care, 
concentrating on those in the child welfare 
system.  
 
 
 
Colodny, Fass, Talenfeld, Karlinsky & Abate, P.A. 
Eckerd Family Foundation 
Ralph Holden 

United Automobile Insurance Group 
Doug & Amy Halsey/White & Case, LLP 

 
 
 
Babbitt, Johnson, Osborne & Le  Clainche, P.A. 
Zisser, Robison, Brown, Nowlis, Maciejewski & Cabrey, P.A. 
Moore, Ellrich & Neal, P.A. 

 
 
 
President’s Fest in the Park 
Grossman Roth, P.A. 

Terrell Hogan 
Adrianne Mittentag 

Stephen & Michele Jackman, Seitlin Insurance & Advisory 

 
 
 
Patriot National Insurance Group 
AmeriGroup Charitable Foundation 
Wells Fargo  
Reynolds Family Foundation 
Regions Bank 
Fidelity Federal Bank and Trust 
 

Richard W. Slawson 
WalMart Foundation 
American National Bank 
Guardian Trust 
The Haskell Company 
 

AA NN DD   SS UU PP PP OO RR TT EE RR SS  

KK EE YY   SS UU PP PP OO RR TT EE RR SS   ––   $$ 11 00 00 ,, 00 00 00   &&   OO VV EE RR   

KK EE YY   SS UU PP PP OO RR TT EE RR SS   ––   $$ 33 00 ,, 00 00 00   &&   OO VV EE RR   

KK EE YY   SS UU PP PP OO RR TT EE RR SS   ––   $$ 22 00 ,, 00 00 00   &&   OO VV EE RR   

KK EE YY   SS UU PP PP OO RR TT EE RR SS   ––   $$ 11 00 ,, 00 00 00   &&   OO VV EE RR   

TT HH EE   FF LL OO RR II DD AA   BB AA RR   FF OO UU NN DD AA TT II OO NN   ––   OO VV EE RR   $$ 11 .. 88   MM II LL LL II OO NN   DD OO NN AA TT EE DD   

Thank you for your continued support 

Searcy, Denney, Scarola, Barnhardt & Shipley, P.A. 

Slawson, Cunningham, Whalen, & Gaspari, P.L. 
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BBOOAARRDD  OOFF  DDIIRREECCTTOORRSS  
EXECUTIVE BOARD 
Howard Talenfeld, President* 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 
 

Gloria Fletcher, Vice President 
Gainesville, Florida 
 

Jay Kassack, Secretary 
Tallahassee, Florida 
 

Melissa Lader Barnhardt, Treasurer 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 
 

DIRECTORS 
Theodore Babbitt* 
Dick Batchelor 
David Bazerman* 
Rebecca Bell 
Walter ‘Skip’ Campbell 
Nathan Cook 
Bob Dillinger 
Jesse Diner 
Richard Filson 
Alan Levine 
Denise Manning 
Carlos Martinez* 
Todd McPharlin 
Edith Osman 
Teresita Chavez Pedrosa 
Bernard Perlmutter* 
Gerald Reiss 
Veronica Robinson 
Jodi Seitlin 
Richard Slawson 
Julie Talenfeld 
Justin Taylor 
Christina Zawisza* 
 

  
  

  
  

  

AADDVVIISSOORRYY  BBOOAARRDD   
MEMBERS 
Anne Alper 
Paolo Annino 
Charles Auslander 
Mary Brennan 
Joseph Camerlengo 
Christopher Card 
Carin Constantine 
Andrea Costello 
Karen Doering 
Michael Dolce 
Mark & Susan Forst 
Debbie & George Garcia-Bengochea 
Gerard Glynn 
Evan Goldman 
Nancy Gregoire 
Walter Honaman 
Jay Howell 
Christopher Jones 
Susan Khoury 
Shani King 
Frederick Lippman 
Danna Magloire 
Jon Mills 
Heather Morcroft 
Robin Moselle 
JoNel Newman 
Jessica Rae 
Diana Ragbeer 
Julie Reynolds 
Philip Saia 
Jodi Siegel 
Holly Skonick 
Helen Spohrer 
Susan Stockham 
Kathleen Thomsen 
Jim Walsh 
Kele Stewart Williams 
Melissa Zelniker-Presser 

*Founding members 
Members listed as of print date 
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FFLLOORRIIDDAA’’SS  CCHHIILLDDRREENN  FFIIRRSSTT  SSTTAAFFFF  
  

 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Christina L. Spudeas, Esq. 
Email: christina.spudeas@floridaschildrenfirst.org 

For the past two decades, Christina has worked tirelessly to 
defend the rights of children in the custody or supervision of the 
state. She joined FCF in the fall of 2009.  
 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR 
Robin L. Rosenberg, Esq. 
Email: robin.rosenberg@floridaschildrenfirst.org 

Robin was a founding Board Member of FCF and served as 
Secretary and Litigation Committee Chair prior to becoming the 
Deputy Director in the spring of 2007.  

 
DEVELOPMENT COORDINATOR 
Deborah Beck 
Email: debby.beck@floridaschildrenfirst.org 

Debby joined FCF in the summer of 2007 after years of 
community philanthropy and leadership, including public service 
as Vice Mayor for the City of Parkland.  

 
FLORIDA YOUTH SHINE STATEWIDE COORDINATOR 
Lindsay Baach 
Email: lindsay.baach@floridaschildrenfirst.org 

After years of youth organizing, Lindsay joined our team in the fall 
of 2009. Since her start, she has more than tripled the presence 
and membership of Florida Youth SHINE.  

 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
Tiffany McDonough 
Email: tiffany.mcdonough@floridaschildrenfirst.org 

After graduating from the University of Florida in 2010, Tiffany 
joined the FCF team expanding their communications, graphic 
capability and marketing efforts.  

 
 
 
 

Find us on Facebook and YouTube! 
www.facebook.com/FloridasChildrenFirst 
http://www.youtube.com/user/FloridasChildrnFirst 

GGeenneerraall  iinnqquuiirriieess  pplleeaassee  eemmaaiill::  ffccff@@fflloorriiddaasscchhiillddrreennffiirrsstt..oorrgg  

MMaaiinn  hheeaaddqquuaarrtteerrss::  11880011  NN..  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  DDrriivvee,,  SSuuiittee  33BB,,  CCoorraall  SSpprriinnggss,,  FFLL  3333007711  

PP::  995544--779966--00886600  FF::  995544--779966--00886622  WW::  wwwwww..fflloorriiddaasscchhiillddrreennffiirrsstt..oorrgg  



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

FFlloorriiddaa’’ss  CChhiillddrreenn  FFiirrsstt  iiss  tthhee  pprreemmiieerr  iinnddeeppeennddeenntt  

nnoonnpprrooffiitt  aaddvvooccaaccyy  oorrggaanniizzaattiioonn  ffiigghhttiinngg  ttoo  oobbttaaiinn  

mmeeaanniinnggffuull  aanndd  ssuussttaaiinnaabbllee  iimmpprroovveemmeenntt  iinn  FFlloorriiddaa’’ss  cchhiilldd  

sseerrvviinngg  ssyysstteemmss..  HHeellpp  uuss  ffiigghhtt  ffoorr  cchhiillddrreenn’’ss  rriigghhttss..  

FFoorr  mmoorree  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn,,  pplleeaassee  vviissiitt  oouurr  wweebbssiittee  aatt::    

ww ww ww .. ff ll oo rr ii dd aa ss cc hh ii ll dd rr ee nn ff ii rr ss tt .. oo rr gg   
  

©©  22001122  FFlloorriiddaa’’ss  CChhiillddrreenn  FFiirrsstt,,  IInncc..  

1188 00 11   NN..   UUNN II VV EE RR SS II TT YY   DD RR II VV EE ,,   SS UU II TT EE   33BB ,,   CC OO RR AA LL   SS PP RR II NN GG SS ,,   FF LL OO RR II DD AA   3333 00 7711   

PP::   ((99 55 44))   7799 66-- 00 8866 00       FF ::   (( 9955 44))   77 99 66--00 88 6622   


