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This publication is intended as a general reference source for attorneys who are assisting youth. This information 
is not meant to create an attorney‐client relationship or provide legal counsel. Florida’s Children First, Inc. has 
used its best efforts in collecting and preparing material included in this publication, but does not guaranty that 
the information herein is complete or accurate.



 

 

 

NAME CHANGE PACKET 

 

Purpose:  This packet contains pleadings, forms and sample documents that can be used to 
assist youth in changing their name and updating the name with government agencies. 

This is not intended to serve as legal advice, it is intended to be an aid to attorneys who are 
assisting youth with these matters. 

How to use this packet:  Obtaining the order to change a youth’s name is just the first step 
in helping them effectuate a name change.  Youth need to update all their government 
records so that they won’t have difficulty with identification or access to services after the 
name change.  You will need to work with the youth to determine what government records 
and documents need to be updated.  This packet contains information on the most common 
issues. 

THIS PACKET INCLUDES INFORMATION ON  

I. Name Change: Statute, Sample Pleadings & orders needed to obtain a name change for 
a current or formerly dependent child.  ............................................................................   2 

II. Birth Certificate: Florida Admin. Code and Instructions on obtaining an amended 
birth record from the office of Vital Statistics.  ...............................................................   27 

III. Social Security: Form and instructions for change of name with Social Security 
Administration.  Form attached as appendix A.  .............................................................   29 

IV. Immigration:  Form and instructions for change of name for persons with lawful 
immigration status.  Forms attached as Appendices B & C – they are .xml files that can 
be filled out on line and appears as “attachments” in the Appendix pdf.  .......................   31 

V. Medicaid, and other state issued benefits: Form and instructions for name change for 
benefits recipients.  Form attached as Appendix D.  .......................................................   33 

VI. Florida Driver’s License / State ID: Instructions for obtaining new license or 
identification after name change. Note that the Social Security card or Immigration 
Document must be updated before a new license or ID card will be issued.  .................   34 
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I.  Obtaining a Name Change 

A petition for name change is usually filed in the Circuit Civil division.  If the youth has an 
open dependency proceeding you should seek to have the petition heard by the dependency 
judge.  Some clerks may allow the petition to be filed directly in an open dependency 
proceeding without paying a filing fee.  If your clerk will not permit that, you must file as a 
new matter and move to transfer to the dependency division.  The documents you may need 
include: 

FLORIDA STATUTE §68.07 CHANGE OF NAME.  ....................................................  3 

CIVIL COVER SHEET  (not attached, use local form) 

PETITION FOR NAME CHANGE –CHILD FAMILY LAW FORM 12.982(c)................  5 
(Note: For Adult Name Change use Family Law Form 12.982(a)) 
 
CONSENT FOR NAME CHANGE (IF PARENTS STILL HAVE  
PARENTAL RIGHTS) FAMILY LAW FORM 12.982(d)  ....................................................  14 

FINAL JUDGMENT OF NAME CHANGE FAMILY LAW FORM 12.982(e)  ................. 17 

SAMPLE CUSTOMIZED PETITION  ..........................................................................  18 

SAMPLE ORDER GRANTING NAME CHANGE  ...................................................... 21 

NOTICE OF RELATED CASE (not attached, use local form) 

SAMPLE MOTION AND ORDER TO TRANSFER TO  
JUVENILE DIVISION  ..................................................................................................  22 

SAMPLE INSOVLVENCY AFFIDAVIT AND  
ORDER OF INSOLVENCY  .........................................................................................  24 
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Fla. Stat. §68.07  Change of name.-- 
(1)  Chancery courts have jurisdiction to change the name of any person residing in this state on petition 
of the person filed in the county in which he or she resides. 
 
(2)  The petition shall include a set of the petitioner's fingerprints taken by a law enforcement agency 
except where a former name is being restored and be verified and show: 

(a)  That petitioner is a bona fide resident of and domiciled in the county where the change of 
name is sought. 

(b)  If known, the date and place of birth of petitioner, petitioner's father's name, mother's maiden 
name, and where petitioner has resided since birth. 

(c)  If petitioner is married, the name of petitioner's spouse and if petitioner has children, the 
names and ages of each and where they reside. 

(d)  If petitioner's name has previously been changed and when and where and by what court. 
(e)  Petitioner's occupation and where petitioner is employed and has been employed for 5 years 

next preceding filing of the petition. If petitioner owns and operates a business, the name and place of it 
shall be stated and petitioner's connection therewith and how long petitioner has been identified with said 
business. If petitioner is in a profession, the profession shall be stated, where the petitioner has practiced 
the profession and if a graduate of a school or schools, the name or names thereof, time of graduation, 
and degrees received. 

(f)  Whether the petitioner has been generally known or called by any other names and if so, by 
what names and where. 

(g)  Whether petitioner has ever been adjudicated a bankrupt and if so, where and when. 
(h)  Whether petitioner has ever been arrested for or charged with, pled guilty or nolo contendere 

to, or been found to have committed a criminal offense, regardless of adjudication, and if so, when and 
where. 

(i)  Whether any money judgment has ever been entered against petitioner and if so, the name of 
the judgment creditor, the amount and date thereof, the court by which entered, and whether the 
judgment has been satisfied. 

(j)  That the petition is filed for no ulterior or illegal purpose and granting it will not in any manner 
invade the property rights of others, whether partnership, patent, good will, privacy, trademark, or 
otherwise. 

(k)  That the petitioner's civil rights have never been suspended, or if the petitioner's civil rights 
have been suspended, that full restoration of civil rights has occurred. 

 
(3)  The hearing on the petition may be immediately after it is filed. 
 
(4)  On filing the final judgment, the clerk shall, if the birth occurred in this state, send a report of the 
judgment to the Office of Vital Statistics of the Department of Health on a form to be furnished by the 
department. The form shall contain sufficient information to identify the original birth certificate of the 
person, the new name, and the file number of the judgment. This report shall be filed by the department 
with respect to a person born in this state and shall become a part of the vital statistics of this state. With 
respect to a person born in another state, the clerk shall provide the petitioner with a certified copy of the 
final judgment. 
 
(5)  The clerk must, upon the filing of the final judgment, send a report of the judgment to the Department 
of Law Enforcement on a form to be furnished by that department. The Department of Law Enforcement 
must send a copy of the report to the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles, which may be 
delivered by electronic transmission. The report must contain sufficient information to identify the 
petitioner, including a set of the petitioner's fingerprints taken by a law enforcement agency, the new 
name of the petitioner, and the file number of the judgment. Any information retained by the Department 
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of Law Enforcement and the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles may be revised or 
supplemented by said departments to reflect changes made by the final judgment. With respect to a 
person convicted of a felony in another state or of a federal offense, the Department of Law Enforcement 
must send the report to the respective state's office of law enforcement records or to the office of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation. The Department of Law Enforcement may forward the report to any other 
law enforcement agency it believes may retain information related to the petitioner. Any costs associated 
with fingerprinting must be paid by the petitioner. 
 
(6)  A husband and wife and minor children may join in one petition for change of name and the petition 
shall show the facts required of a petitioner as to the husband and wife and the names of the minor 
children may be changed at the discretion of the court. 
 
(7)  When only one parent petitions for a change of name of a minor child, process shall be served on the 
other parent and proof of such service shall be filed in the cause; provided, however, that where the other 
parent is a nonresident, constructive notice of the petition may be given pursuant to chapter 49, and proof 
of publication shall be filed in the cause without the necessity of recordation. 
 
(8)  Nothing herein applies to any change of name in proceedings for dissolution of marriage or for 
adoption of children. 
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 INSTRUCTIONS FOR FLORIDA SUPREME COURT APPROVED FAMILY LAW FORM 12.982(c), 

PETITION FOR CHANGE OF NAME  (MINOR CHILD(REN)) 

 

When should this form be used? 

 

This form should be used when parents want the court to change the name of their minor child(ren).  For 
the purposes of this proceeding, a person under the age of 18 is a minor.  This form is not to be used in 
connection with an adoption or paternity action.  If you want a change of name for your child(ren) 
because of an adoption or paternity action that is not yet final, the change of name should be done as part 
of that case. 

This form should be typed or printed in black ink.  The primary petition should only be completed for 
one child.  If you wish to change the names of more than one child, you should complete and file a 
Supplemental Form for Petition for Change of Name (Minor Child) for each child.  The supplemental 
form is an attachment to the petition.  Be sure that the bottom of each page of each supplemental form 
is initialed by the petitioner(s).  You must obtain a copy of the child(ren)’s fingerprints taken by a  law 
enforcement agency  and attach it to the petition.  There may be a charge for the fingerprinting which you 
will have to pay.  After completing this form, you should sign the form before a notary public or deputy 
clerk.  You should file the original with the clerk of the circuit court in the county where you live and 
keep a copy for your records. 

What should I do next? 

If both parents agree to the change of name and live in the county where the change of name is sought, 
you may both file as petitioners.  In this situation, service is not necessary, and you need only to set a 
hearing. You should ask the clerk of court, family law intake staff, or judicial assistant about the local 
procedure for setting a hearing. 

If only one parent is a resident of the county where the change of name(s) is sought or only one parent 
asks for the child(ren)’s name(s) to be changed, the other parent must be notified and his or her consent 
obtained, if possible.  If the other parent consents to the change of name, a Consent for Change of Name 
(Minor Child(ren)), Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.982(d), should be filed. 

If the other parent does not consent to the change of name, you may still have a hearing on the petition if 
you have properly notified the other parent about your petition and the hearing.  If you know where he or 
she lives, you must use personal service.  If you absolutely do not know where he or she lives, you may 
use constructive service.  For more information about personal and constructive service, you should refer 
[to] the “General Instructions for Self-Represented Litigants” found at the beginning of these forms 
and the instructions to   Florida Family Law Rules of Procedure Forms 12.910(a) and 12.913(b) and  
Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.913(a).  However, the law regarding constructive 
service is very complex and you may wish to consult an attorney regarding that issue. 
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Next, you must obtain a final hearing date for the court to consider your request.  You should ask the 
clerk of court, family law intake staff, or judicial assistant about the local procedure for setting a hearing.  
You may be required to attend the hearing.  Included in these forms is a Final Judgment of Change of 
Name (Minor Child(ren)),  Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.982(e), which 
may be used when a judge grants a change of name for a minor child(ren).  If you attend the hearing, you 
should take the final judgment with you.  You should complete the top part of the form, including the 
circuit, county, case number, division, and the name(s) of the petitioner(s) and leave the rest blank for the 
judge to complete.  It should be typed or printed in black ink. 

If the judge grants your petition, he or she will sign this order.  This officially changes your child(ren)’s 
name(s).  The clerk can provide you with certified copies of the signed order.  There will be charges for 
the certified copies, and the clerk can tell you how much those charges are. 

Where can I look for more information? 

Before proceeding, you should read “General Information for Self-Represented Litigants” found at 
the beginning of these forms.  For further information, see section 68.07, Florida Statutes. 

Special notes... 

The heading of the form calls for the name(s) of the petitioner(s).  This is the parent(s) who is (are) 
requesting the change of their child(ren)’s name(s).  The judicial circuit, case number, and division may 
be obtained from the clerk of court’s office when you file the petition. 

It may be helpful to compile a list of all of the people and places that will need a copy of the final 
judgment.  This list may include the driver’s license office, social security office, banks, schools, etc.  A 
list will help you know how many copies of your order you should get from the clerk of court after your 
hearing. 

Remember, a person who is NOT an attorney is called a nonlawyer. If a nonlawyer helps you fill out 
these forms, that person must give you a copy of a Disclosure from Nonlawyer,  Florida Family Law 
Rules of Procedure Form 12.900(a), before he or she helps you.  A nonlawyer helping you fill out these 
forms also must put his or her name, address, and telephone number on the bottom of the last page of 
every form he or she helps you complete. 
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE                                                       JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, 
IN AND FOR                                                       COUNTY, FLORIDA 

 
Case No.:       
Division:       

IN RE: THE NAME CHANGE OF 
                                                                      , 

Petitioner/Father, 
 

                                                                      , 
Petitioner/Mother. 
 

PETITION FOR CHANGE OF NAME (MINOR CHILD(REN)) 
 

 I/We, {full legal name(s)}        , being sworn, 
certify that the following information is true: 
 
 I am/We are the custodian(s) of the minor child(ren) named in this petition. 
[√ only one] 
        a.  There is only one minor child named in this petition. 
        b.  There are {enter number of children}    children named in this petition.  The 

information on the first child is entered below.  I/We have attached the completed supplemental 
forms for each other child. 

 
A copy of the child/children’s fingerprints taken by a law enforcement agency is attached to this petition. 
 
THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION IS TRUE ABOUT CHILD #       1      : 
1. Minor child’s complete present name is: 
              

I/We request that this minor child’s name be changed to: 
              
2. The minor child lives in     County, Florida, at {street address}    

            . 
 
3. The minor child was born on {date}    , in {city, county, state, country}   
             . 
 
4. The minor child’s father’s full legal name:        .   
 The minor child’s mother’s full legal name:        . 
 The minor child’s mother’s maiden name:        . 
  
A. THE PARENTAL RIGHTS OF THE FATHER WERE TERMINATED BY THE COURT 
ON____________________.  JUVENILE CASE NO.:__________________________. 
  
B. THE PARENTAL RIGHTS OF THE MOTHER WERE TERMINATED BY THE COURT 
ON___________________.  JUVENILE CASE NO:___________________________. 
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5. The minor child has lived in the following places since birth: 
 Dates (to/from)  Address  
  /            
  /            
  /            
  /            
  /            

 /            
□ Check here if you are continuing these facts on an attached page. 

 
6. [√ one only] 

        The minor child is not married. 
        The minor child is married to: {full legal name}       . 

 
7. [√ one only] 

        The minor child has no children. 
        The minor child is the parent of the following child(ren): {enter full name(s) and date(s) 
of birth}              
            . 

 
8. Former names. 
[√ all that apply] 

        The minor child’s name has never been changed by a court. 
        The minor child’s name previously was changed by court order from     
to         on {date}    , 
by {court, city, and state}          . 
A copy of the court order is attached. 
        The minor child’s name previously was changed by marriage from     
to         on {date}    , 
in {city, county, and state}          . 
A copy of the marriage certificate is attached. 
        The minor child has never been known or called by any other name. 
        The minor child has been known or called by the following other name(s): {list name(s) 
and explain where child was known or called by such name(s)}       
             
             

 
9. The minor child is not employed in an occupation or profession, does not own and operate a 

business, and has received no educational degrees.  If the minor child has a job, explain:    
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10. Criminal History. 
[√ one only] 

        The minor child has never been arrested for or charged with, pled guilty or nolo 
contendere to, or been found to have committed a criminal offense, regardless of adjudication. 
        The minor child has a criminal history.  In the past, the minor child was arrested for or 
charged with, pled guilty or nolo contendere to, or been found to have committed a criminal 
offense, regardless of adjudication.  The details of the criminal history are: 

 
  Date  City/State  Event (arrest, charge, plea, or adjudication) 
              
              
              
 □  Check here if you are continuing these facts on an attached page. 
 
11. Money Judgments. 
[√ one only] 
        The minor child has never been adjudicated bankrupt, and no money judgment has ever been 

entered against him or her. 
        The following money judgment(s) has been entered against him or her: 

Date     Amount Creditor     Court entering judgment and case number        √if Paid 
                                                                      □ 
                                                                      □ 
 
THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION IS TRUE ABOUT PETITIONER(S): 
12. Petitioner(s) live in     County, Florida, at {street address}     
             . 
 
13. I/We have no ulterior or illegal purpose for filing this petition, and granting it will not in any 

manner invade the property rights of others, whether partnership, patent, good will, privacy, 
trademark, or otherwise. 

 
14. My/our civil rights have never been suspended, or, if ever suspended, they have been fully 

restored. 
 
 I understand that I am swearing or affirming under oath to the truthfulness of the claims 
made in this petition and that the punishment for knowingly making a false statement includes fines 
and/or imprisonment. 
 
Dated:               
      Signature of Petitioner/Father 

Printed Name:        
      Address:         
      City, State, Zip:        
      Telephone Number:       
      Fax Number:        
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STATE OF FLORIDA 
COUNTY OF                                         
 
Sworn to or affirmed and signed before me on                                by      . 
 
 
              

 NOTARY PUBLIC or DEPUTY CLERK 
 
              
      [Print, type, or stamp commissioned name of notary or 

clerk.] 
        Personally known 
        Produced identification 
 Type of identification produced                                                   
 I understand that I am swearing or affirming under oath to the truthfulness of the claims 
made in this petition and that the punishment for knowingly making a false statement includes fines 
and/or imprisonment. 
 
 
Dated:               
      Signature of Petitioner/Mother 

Printed Name:        
      Address:         
      City, State, Zip:        
      Telephone Number:       
      Fax Number:        
 
 
 
STATE OF FLORIDA 
COUNTY OF                                          
 
Sworn to or affirmed and signed before me on                                by      . 
 
 
              

 NOTARY PUBLIC or DEPUTY CLERK 
 
              
      [Print, type, or stamp commissioned name of notary or 

clerk.] 
        Personally known 
 Produced identification 
 Type of identification produced                                                   
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IF A NONLAWYER HELPED YOU FILL OUT THIS FORM, HE/SHE MUST FILL IN THE 
BLANKS BELOW: [fill in all blanks] 
I, {full legal name and trade name of nonlawyer}        , 
a nonlawyer, located at {street}      , {city}      , 
{state}    , {phone}    , helped {name(s)}     , 
who is (are) the petitioner(s), fill out this form.
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SUPPLEMENTAL FORM FOR PETITION FOR CHANGE OF NAME (MINOR CHILD(REN)) 
 
         Case No.:     
THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION IS TRUE ABOUT CHILD #     : 
 
1. Minor child’s complete present name is: 

 . 
I/We request that minor child’s name be changed to: 

 
2. The minor child lives in     County, Florida, at {street address}    
 ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. The minor child was born on {date}     , in {city, county, state, country}  

             
            . 

 
4. The minor child’s father’s full legal name:        . 

The minor child’s mother’s full legal name:        . 
 The minor child’s mother’s maiden name:        . 
 
5. The minor child has lived in the following places since birth: 

Dates (to/from)  Address 
 /            
 /            
 /            
 /            
 /            
□ Check here if you are continuing these facts on an attached page. 

 
6. [√ one only] 

        The minor child is not married. 
        The minor child is married to: {full legal name}       . 

 
7. [√ one only] 
        The minor child has no children. 
        The minor child is the parent of the following child(ren): {enter name(s) and date(s) of birth}  

            . 
 
8. Former names 
[√ all that apply] 
        The minor child’s name has never been changed by a court. 
        The minor child’s name previously was changed by court order from      

to         on {date}     , 
by {court, city, and state}          . 
A copy of the court order is attached. 

PETITIONER(S) MUST INITIAL HERE  _______                        
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        The minor child’s name previously was changed by marriage from     

to         on {date}     , 
in {city, county, and state}          . 
A copy of the marriage certificate is attached. 

        The minor child has never been known or called by any other name. 
        The minor child has been known or called by the following other name(s): {list name(s) and 

explain where child was known or called by such name(s)}       
             
            . 

 
9. The minor child is not employed in an occupation or profession, does not own and operate a 

business, and has received no educational degrees.  If the minor child has a job, explain:    
             
            . 

 
10. Criminal History 
[√ one only] 
        The minor child has never been arrested for or charged with, pled guilty or nolo contendere to or 

been found to have committed a criminal offense, regardless of adjudication. 
        The minor child has a criminal history.  In the past, the minor child was arrested for or charged 

with, pled guilty or nolo contendere to, or been found to have committed a criminal offense, 
regardless of adjudication.  The details of the criminal history are: 

 
  Date  City/State  Event (arrest, charge, plea, or adjudication) 
              
              
              
  □ Check here if you are continuing these facts on an attached page. 
 
11. Money Judgments 
[√ one only] 
        The minor child has never been adjudicated bankrupt, and no money judgment has ever been 

entered against him or her. 
        The following money judgment(s) has (have) been entered against him or her: 

Date     Amount Creditor     Court entering judgment and case number        √if Paid 
                                                                      □ 
                                                                      
 

PETITIONER(S) MUST INITIAL HERE  _______      
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR FLORIDA SUPREME COURT APPROVED FAMILY LAW FORM 12.982(d), 

CONSENT FOR CHANGE OF NAME (MINOR CHILD(REN)) 
 

When should this form be used? 
 
This form should be used when one parent consents to the other parent’s petition to change the name 

of their minor child(ren).  A parent who is not a petitioner in the case but is consenting to the change of 
name should complete this form and sign it in front of a notary public or deputy clerk. 
 

This form should be typed or printed in black ink.  After this form is signed and notarized, you should file 
it with the clerk of the circuit court in the county where the petition was filed and keep a copy for your 
records.  This form should be attached to the Petition for Change of Name (Minor Child(ren)),  Florida 

Supreme  Court  Approved  Family  Law  Form  12.982(c),  if  obtained  prior  to  the  filing  of  the  petition.  
Otherwise, it may be filed separately after it has been completed. 
 

Where can I look for more information? 
 
Before proceeding, you should read “General Information for Self‐Represented Litigants” found at the 

beginning  of  these  forms.    For  further  information  see  section  68.07,  Florida  Statutes,  and  the 
instructions  for Petition  for  Change  of Name  (Minor  Child(ren)),   Florida  Supreme Court Approved 
Family  Law  Form  12.982(c),  or  Petition  for  Change  of  Name  (Family),    Florida  Supreme  Court 

Approved Family Law Form 12.982(f). 
 

Special notes... 
 
Remember,  a  person who  is NOT  an  attorney  is  called  a  nonlawyer.  If  a  nonlawyer  helps  you  fill  out 

these forms,  that person must give you a copy of a Disclosure from Nonlawyer,  Florida Family Law 
Rules of Procedure Form 12.900(a), before he or she helps you.  A nonlawyer helping you fill out these 
forms also must put his or her name, address, and telephone number on the bottom of the last page of 

every form he or she helps you complete. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Instructions for Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.982(d), Consent for Change of Name (Minor Child(ren)) (9/00) 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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE                                                       JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, 
IN AND FOR                                                       COUNTY, FLORIDA 

 
 

  Case No.:          

  Division:          
 

IN RE: THE NAME CHANGE OF 

 
                                                                      , 

Petitioner. 

 
CONSENT FOR CHANGE OF NAME (MINOR CHILD(REN)) 

 

  I, {full legal name}               ,  being  sworn,  certify 
that the following information is true: 
  I am the birth or  legal (    ) father (    ) mother of the minor child(ren) named in this case, and I 

give consent for the following name changes: 
 
Minor child(ren)’s complete present name(s): 

(1)              
(2)              

(3)              
(4)              
(5)              

(6)              
 

Minor child(ren)’s name(s) to be changed to: 

(1)              
(2)              

(3)              
(4)              
(5)              

(6)              

 

  I  understand  that  I  am  swearing  or  affirming  under  oath  to  the  truthfulness  of  the  claims 
made in this consent and that the punishment for knowingly making a false statement includes fines 
and/or imprisonment. 

 
Dated:                                                                      
            Signature of Consenting Parent 

Printed Name:              
            Address:               
            City, State, Zip:              
            Telephone Number:            
            Fax Number: 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STATE OF FLORIDA 
COUNTY OF ______________________ 

 
Sworn to or affirmed and signed before me on                                by           . 
 

                           
  NOTARY PUBLIC or DEPUTY CLERK 

                           

            [Print, type, or stamp commissioned name of notary or 
clerk.] 

         Personally known     
         Produced identification 
  Type of identification produced _________________________ 
 
IF A NONLAWYER HELPED YOU FILL OUT THIS FORM, HE/SHE MUST FILL IN THE BLANKS BELOW: [fill in 

all blanks] 
I, {full legal name and trade name of nonlawyer}               , 
a nonlawyer, located at {street}          , {city}           , 

{state}       , {phone}       , helped {name}         , 
who is the [√ one only]       petitioner or       consenting parent, fill out this form. 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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE                                                       JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, 
IN AND FOR                                                       COUNTY, FLORIDA 

   
IN RE: THE NAME CHANGE OF          Case No.:          
                Division:          

                                                                      , 
    Petitioner/Father,       

                                                                      , 

   Petitioner/Mother. 
 

FINAL JUDGMENT OF CHANGE OF NAME (MINOR CHILD(REN)) 

 
  This cause came before the Court on {date}       ,  for  a  hearing  on 
Petition for Change of Name under section 68.07, Florida Statutes, and it appearing to the Court 

that: 
 
1.  Petitioner(s) is (are) a bona fide resident(s) of        County, Florida; 

 
2.           Petitioners are the parents of the minor child(ren) named in the petition; 
 
3.            Petitioner  is  the parent of  the minor child(ren) named  in  the petition, and  the 

other  parent  has  been properly  notified  and has  either  consented or  failed  to 
respond; 

         Other:                          
                        ; 

 

3.  Petitioner’s request is not for any ulterior or illegal purpose; and 
 
4.  Granting  this  petition  will  not  in  any  manner  invade  the  property  rights  of  others, 

whether partnership, patent, good will, privacy, trademark, or otherwise; it is 
 
  ORDERED that the minor child(ren)’s 

present name(s) 
(1)              
(2)              

(3)              

be changed to 
(1)              
(2)              

(3)              
by which minor child(ren) shall hereafter be known. 

  ORDERED ON                                              . 
  ________________________________ 

CIRCUIT JUDGE 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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE ELEVENTH JUDICIAL CURCUIT  
IN AND FOR MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

FAMILY DIVISION 
 
       CASE NO.: 90-18170 D002 
 
IN THE INTEREST OF: 
   
 
DOB:  
 
_______________________________/ 

       Minor Child 
 
 

PETITION FOR CHANGE OF MINOR’S NAME 
 

COME NOW THE LEGAL GUARDIANS OF ______________, by and through 
their undersigned counsel, the University of Miami Children & Youth Law Clinic, and 
files this Motion for Change of a Minor Child’s Name from __________ to 
____________________. 

 
FACTUAL BACKGROUND 

 
1. Petitioners _____________ and  __________, are husband and wife and residents of 

Miami-Dade County, Florida. 
 

2. ___________ (the minor) is a male child seventeen years of age and the person for whose 
benefit this petition is made. 

 
3. _____________ was born in Miami-Dade County, Florida.  He remains a resident and 

domiciliary of Miami-Dade. 
 

4. _______________ has never been married and has no children. 
 

5. ________________has never before sought a name change. 
 

6. _____________ is a full time student at _________ High School.  He does not own or 
operate a business, does not practice in any profession and holds no advanced degrees. 

 
7. ________________ is widely known in this community by the name of ____________, 

the same name which he seeks to legally assume today. 
 

8. _____________________ has never been adjudicated bankrupt. 
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9. __________ has never been arrested for or charged with, pled guilty or nolo contendere 
to, or been found to have committed a criminal offense, regardless of adjudication. 

 
10. This petition is filed for no ulterior or illegal purpose, nor will its grant in any manner 

invade the property rights of others. 
 

11. _______________ has never had his civil rights suspended. 
 

12. The natural parents of _____________ surrendered custody and surrendered  parental 
rights before this court ______________.  A copy of the order of termination of parental 
rights based on surrender is appended hereto.   

 
13. Petitioners became the legal caregivers of ___________ on or about the same date and he 

has lived with them since.   
 

14. At the time that the ___________ family took custody, the minor’s name was not 
changed. 

 
15. Petitioners desire that the name of _________ be changed to ____________ for the 

following reasons: 
 

a. ___________ has lived with the ________ family uninterruptedly since infancy.  
In all respects, this family has treated the minor as their own child.  The familial 
relationship is anticipated to continue permanently. 

 
b. During his entire life since infancy, ___________ has been known as 

____________ to his family, friends, and in the community.  He is widely and 
commonly known already under the proposed name. 

 
c. The minor only uses his born name of ___________ for official record keeping 

purposes. 
 

d. The minor has felt foreclosed or dissuaded from participating in certain programs 
or completing certain applications because they will force him to use his born 
name.  For example, the minor has delayed obtaining a state ID card because he 
does not wish it to be issued in the name ____________. 

 
e. The minor wishes to have the name __________ appear on his high school 

diploma. 
 

f. Both the minor and his lawful guardians feel it will reinforce the feeling and 
appearance of permanency and the familial bond if ___________ can officially 
and legally assume the name _______________. 

 
WHEREFORE, petitioners respectfully request that the court GRANT their petition for 

the change of name of ____________ to _________________, pursuant to Section 68.07, Fla. 
Stat. (2006). 
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I understand that I am swearing or affirming under oath to the truthfulness of the claims made in 
this petition and that the punishment for knowingly making a false statement includes fines and/ 
or imprisonment.   
 
Dated: _______________          ______________________________________________  
      Signature of Petitioner:  
 

Printed Name:  ___________________________________________ 
Address: ________________________________________________ 
City: ___________________________________________________ 
State, Zip: _______________________________________________ 
Telephone Number:  _______________________________________ 

 
STATE OF FLORIDA 
COUNTY MIAMI-DADE 
 
Sworn to or affirmed and signed before me on _________ by _____________________. 
 
       
              ________________________________________________ 
              NOTARY PUBLIC OR DEPUTY CLERK 
              Print, type, or stamp commissioned name of notary or clerk. 
___  Personally Known 
___  Produced Identification 
        Type of identification  
 
 
 
 
 

   Respectfully submitted, 
  
 

______________________________ 
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE _________ JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
IN AND FOR ___________ COUNTY, FLORIDA 

JUVENILE-FAMILY DIVISION 
 
 
IN THE INTEREST OF:     CASE NO.  
 
       
DOB:  
_______________________________/ 

       Minor Child 
 

 

ORDER GRANTING MOTION FOR CHANGE OF MINOR’S NAME 

 THIS CAUSE having come to be heard upon the Guardian’s Motion for Change of 

Minor’s Name, and all interested persons and parties being present before the Court, or having 

their presence waived in accordance with applicable law, and the Court having heard argument, 

and being advised in the premises hereby GRANTS the Child’s Motion for such change of name 

from ___________ to _______________. 

 DONE AND ORDERED at ____________ County, Florida this ________ day of ____, 

2008. 

__________________________
_ 
        CIRCUIT JUDGE 

Copies furnished: 
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 IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE ________ JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
IN AND FOR __________ COUNTY, FLORIDA 

JUVENILE-FAMILY DIVISION 
 
 
IN THE INTEREST OF:     CASE NO.  
 
       
DOB:  
_______________________________/ 

       Minor Child 
 

MOTION AND ORDER TO TRANSFER TO JUVENILE DIVISION 

  COME NOW the Petitioner(s), __________________, by and through their 

undersigned attorney, and file this their Motion to Transfer this matter to the Juvenile Division of 

________________County, Florida, and as grounds, therefore, states: 

  1. This is an action for the name change the above captioned child. 

  2. The minor child, ________________, is in the custody of the Petitioners, 

who are Petitioning the Court on behalf of the child to change his name to _____________. 

  3. Jurisdiction of this child has been retained by the Juvenile Court of the 

____________ Judicial Circuit, Case No.:_______________________.  As there is an open case 

in that division of the Court, it is the most convenient forum for this matter. 

  WHEREFORE, the Petitioners request this Court grant their Motion to Transfer 

and that this matter be transferred to the Juvenile Division and consolidated with Juvenile Case 

No.:_______________________. 

 
                                                 
    __________________________________ 
    Attorney for Petitioners 
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ORDER 
 
  THIS CAUSE having come before the Court upon the Petitioners’ Motion to 

Transfer to Juvenile Division, and the Court being fully advised in the premises, it is hereby 

  ORDERED and ADJUDGED that this matter and file shall be transferred and 

consolidated with Juvenile Case No.__________________________. All further pleadings and 

notices of any kind shall be filed with that case number in that division of the Court. 

  DONE and ORDERED in Chambers in_________________, 

_________________County, Florida this        day of                   , 200___. 

 
                                       
       _________________________ 
       CIRCUIT JUDGE 
 
Copies furnished: 
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE FIFTEENTH  
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA. 

                                            
                 JUVENILE DIVISION 
                                        CASE NO.   
 
IN THE INTEREST OF:  
 
______________________/ 
Minor Child(ren.) 
 

AFFIDAVIT AND APPLICATION FOR RELIEF  
UNDER SECTION 57.081, FLORIDA STATUTES 

 
STATE OF FLORIDA             
COUNTY OF PALM BEACH  
 
 Before me, the undersigned authority, personally appeared  (WHOMEVER IN 

WHATEVER CAPACITY), Attorney Ad Litem of the Foster Children’s Project, under 

Legal Aid Society of Palm Beach County, who is personally known to me, deposes and 

states that the following is true and accurate. 

 
Sworn to and subscribed before me this _______ day of February, 2008. 
 
 
___________________________ 
Notary Public 
State of Florida at Large 

 
 

ATTORNEY’S CERTIFICATE 
                      
 I, the undersigned attorney for the Legal Aid Society of Palm Beach County, Inc., 

do hereby certify that said Legal Aid, the Foster Children’s Project has been appointed 

by the Court pursuant to Administrative Order No. 7.015-5/01 to represent the minor 
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children in the above entitled case, who have been placed in the State’s custody.  These 

minor children have no income or assets whatsoever and are completely insolvent. 

 
My clients have neither paid me nor promised payment of any remuneration for my 

services, and I do not intend to charge any fees for my services. 

 
 
        

                                                           
___________________________________  

      ATTORNEY INFO    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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE FIFTEENTH  
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA. 

 
                                             

                                             JUVENILE DIVISION 
                                CASE NO.:    
IN THE INTEREST OF: 
 
_________________/ 
Minor child(ren)  
 

CLERK’S CERTIFICATE OF INSOLVENCY 
 

 
 I, ____________________Clerk of the Circuit Court of the 

______________Circuit Court of Florida, in and for ___________County, do 

hereby certify that ________________ for the minor children, who is a member 

of the Florida Bar Association has filed this Certificate and Affidavit for Relief for 

the above referenced minors in compliance with Chapter 57.081, Florida 

Statutes. 

 I therefore issue this Certificate of Insolvency. 
 
 IN WITNESS HEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and seal of said 
Court in  ______________, Florida this________ day of________________, 
2008. 
 
      ________________________ 
      Clerk of Circuit Court 
     (Court Seal) 
 
 
      By:____________________________ 
           Deputy Clerk 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II.  Birth Certificate 

This section includes: 

1. Instructions for obtaining an amended birth certificate 
2. Florida Administrative Code Provision on Birth Certificate Amendment 
 

1. The Dept. of Health, office of Vital Statistics is responsible for issuing 
amended birth records.  Their website states: 

Legal Change of Name If you have had a legal name change in a 
Florida court, a report of legal change of name will be forwarded to 
our office by the clerk of the court, usually within 30 days. The birth 
record will be amended by attaching the change of name report to the 
original birth record. 

If an address is provided, we will notify you or your attorney in 
writing of the amendment and the fee required.   
 
A non-refundable fee of $20.00 is required for amending the record 
and includes one certification of the amended record.   
 
If you were born in another state, the clerk of court will provide you 
with a copy of the name change. You should contact your state of birth 
regarding their procedures in this matter.   

 
For additional assistance, call (904) 359-6900, Extension 9005 or 
email us at VitalStats@doh.state.fl.us. 
http://www.doh.state.fl.us/Planning_eval/Vital_Statistics/ammend.htm 

 

2. Fla. Admin. Code 64V-1.0033 Birth Certificate Amendment by Legal Change 
of Name; Judicial Process. 

(1) Any judgment of change of name entered in this state pursuant to subsection (4) of Section 68.07, 
F.S., shall be recorded on a Report of Legal Change of Name, DH Form 427, July 03, hereby  incorporated 
by reference and available from the department. 

(2) In the case of a name change which also changes the name of the parent(s), only the name of the 
registrant  shall  also  be  amended  except  when  the  court  order  specifically  directs  the  department  to 
amend the birth certificate in regard to the name change of the parent(s).  In such cases, submission of a 
certified copy of the court order granting the name change shall also be required. 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(3)  Upon  receipt of a Report of  Legal Change of Name, DH Form 427,  incorporated by  reference  in 
subsection (1) of Rule 64V‐1.0033, F.A.C., completed and certified by the clerk of circuit court entering the 
change  of  name  or  an  order  of  name  change  entered  by  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction  in  another 
state, the department shall, except in the case of a woman who has had her maiden name restored or in a 
case where the court directs the department to file a new birth certificate, amend the birth certificate of 
the registrant by attaching the report to the birth certificate thereby becoming a permanent part of that 
record. 

(a)  In the case of a woman who has had her maiden name restored, no action shall be taken by the 
department  in  regard  to amending  the birth  certificate and  the  report  that has been  forwarded by  the 
court shall be incorporated into the files of vital statistics. 

(b) In a case where the court has directed the department to file a new birth certificate, the original 
birth certificate shall be removed and shall be placed together with the order granting the name change 
under seal only to be opened by an order from a court of competent jurisdiction. 

Specific Authority 382.003(7), (10), 382.0255(3) FS. Law Implemented 68.07(4) FS. History–New 11‐11‐98, Amended 2‐

29‐04. 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III.  Social Security 

This section includes: 

3. The link to locate the nearest Social Security office 
4. Instructions from the Social Security Administration on obtaining a name change 
5. Special instructions for youth living in Orange, Osceola and Seminole Counties 
6. Form SS-5 is attachment A to this packet 
 

1.  To locate the Social Security Office nearest you, go to this link and enter your zip 
code. https://secure.ssa.gov/apps6z/FOLO/fo001.jsp 

2.  Instructions from the Social Security Administration on obtaining a name 
change: 

To change (or correct) your name on your Social Security card: 

 Complete an Application For A Social Security Card (Form SS-5) (Attachment A) 
 Show proof of your: 
 U.S. citizenship (if you have not previously established your citizenship with 

us) or immigration status; 
 Legal name change; and 
 Identity. 
  
 Take (or mail) your completed application and documents to your local Social Security 

office.  If you live in the Orlando area read the instructions in item 3. 
  
All documents must be either originals or copies certified by the issuing agency.  We 
cannot accept photocopies or notarized copies of documents.   Documents for a name 
change: If you need to change your name on your Social Security card, you must show 
us a recently issued document as proof of your legal name change. Documents Social 
Security may accept to prove a legal name change include: 

 Marriage document; 
 Divorce decree; 
 Certificate of Naturalization showing a new name; or 
 Court order for a name change. 
  
If the document you provide as evidence of a legal name change does not give us enough 
information to identify you in our records or if you legally changed your name more than 
two years ago, you must provide Social Security with additional documentation.  

Marriage, divorce or annulment: In addition to showing us a legal document proving 
your marriage, divorce or annulment, you must provide an identity document. That 
document must show your old name, as well as other identifying information or a recent 
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photograph. (We can accept an expired document as evidence of your old name.)  

  Adoption, naturalization or other name change: In addition to showing us a legal 
document citing your new name, such as a court order, adoption decree or Certificate of 
Naturalization, you must provide us with two identity documents, including: 

 One identity document in your old name (which can be expired); and 
 One identity document in your new legal name, which must be current (unexpired).  
Both of these documents must show identifying information or a recent photograph. 
 Citizenship: Also, if you are a U.S. citizen born outside the United States and our 
records do not show you are a citizen, you will need to provide proof of your U.S. 
citizenship. If you are not a U.S. citizen, Social Security will ask to see your current 
immigration documents.   Your new card will have the same number as your previous 
card, but will show your new name.  We will mail your number and card as soon as we 
have all of your information and have verified your documents.   Keep your Social 
Security card in a safe place. Do not carry it with you.   For more information, see 
Documents You Need for a Social Security Card. See also our Question, Where should I 
send my completed Application for a Social Security Card? 

  
3.  Instructions for youth in the Orlando area: 

If you live or receive your mail in Orange, Osceola, or Seminole Counties in Florida, and 
you wish to apply for a new or replacement Social Security number card, you must go to: 
Orlando Social Security Card Center  5520 Gatlin Avenue, Suite 102  Orlando, 
Florida  32812  Monday to Friday  8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 
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IV.  Immigration Documentation1 

This packet includes: 

1. Information concerning name change for youth with “Green Card” 
2. Instructions for filling out I-90 form is Attachment B to this packet 
3. I-90 Form is Attachment C to this packet 

 

1.  Information from Citizenship & Immigration Services, re Name 
Change for youth with Green Card: Application to Replace Permanent 
Resident Card (I-90) 

Purpose of Form : 

Use this form to replace a "Green Card." 

Number of Pages : 

Instructions: 4; Form: 2. 

Edition Date : 

07/30/07. Previous editions accepted. 

Where to File : 

See Special Instructions 

Filing Fee : 

$290. Biometrics fee of $80 may be included. Please see Special Instructions for details. 

Special Instructions : 

Filing Fee(s) and Where to File: If you are filing because: • Your card was valid 
for 10 years and is expiring or has expired • Your card was lost, stolen or 
destroyed; • Your card is mutilated; • Your name or other biographic information has 
changed since the card was issued; • You have taken up Commuter status; • You 
were a Commuter and am now taking up residence in the U.S.; • Your status has 

                                                             

1 Excerpted from: 

http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/menuitem.5af9bb95919f35e66f614176543f6d1a/?vgne
xtoid=b3f7ab0a43b5d010VgnVCM10000048f3d6a1RCRD&vgnextchannel=db029c7755cb9010Vg
nVCM10000045f3d6a1RCRD 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been automatically converted to permanent resident; • You have an old edition of the 
card; Then your payment is the base application fee is $290 plus the biometrics fee 
of $80.  Total filing fee = $370. 

If you have reached your 14th birthday since the date your card was issued, your 
payment is the biometrics fee of $80 is required. The base application fee is not 
required if you file the Form I-90 within 30 days after your 14th birthday.  Total filing 
fee = $80. 

Where to file if you are filing for any reason shown above: If you are filing for any 
of the reasons noted above, please mail your completed Form I-90 and appropriate 
fees directly to the following address: U.S. Citizenship and Immigration 
Services, P.O. Box 54870 Los Angeles, CA 90054-0870 

For non-U.S. Postal Service (USPS) deliveries (e.g., Federal Express, UPS or 
DHL): U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services Attention: I-90 16420 Valley View 
Avenue La Mirada, CA 90638-5821 

Note:  If you are filing because your biographic data (Name, Date of Birth, etc. ) has 
been legally changed, then you must bring one of the following to your in-person 
appearance appointment at the Application Support Center : • the original or certified 
copy of a court order making the legal change; or  • the marriage certificate 
reflecting the new name; To replace a card because of a change in any other 
biographic data, you must bring copies of documentation to prove that the new data 
is correct. 

Notice to applicants making payment by check: If you send us a check, it will 
be converted into an electronic funds transfer (EFT). This means we will copy your 
check and use the account information on it to electronically debit your account for 
the amount of the check. The debit from your account will usually occur within 24 
hours, and will be shown on your regular account statement. 

You will not receive your original check back. We will destroy your original check, 
but we will keep a copy of it. If the EFT cannot be processed for technical reasons, 
you authorize us to process the copy in place of your original check. If the EFT 
cannot be completed because of insufficient funds, we may try to make the transfer 
up to two times. 

Changes to Submitted Applications: If it is necessary to change any 
information on your submitted I-90 application, please bring evidence to support the 
change with you to your in-person appearance at your local ASC. Do not send 
written correspondence regarding changes. 

Change of Address: In the Related Links section in the upper left of this page, 
select the How Do I Report a Change of Address to the USCIS?



State Benefits  

33 

V.  Medicaid and Other State Benefits 
 
This packet contains: 

1. Instructions on updating name online. 
2. Instructions for completing change report form 
3. Change Report form es3052a is Attachment D to this packet 

 
All government benefits issued by the State of Florida, including Medicaid, Food Stamps, 
Cash Assistance are provided through the Department of Children & Families “Access” 
program.  One update should correct the name for all types of benefits. 
 

1.   Updating information online. 
 

Name changes can be reported on line at www.myflorida.com/acceessflorida. 
This will only work for adults who have the ability to create an account in 
ACCESS.  The Community Based Care Provider should be able to update the 
name on the Medicaid card for youth under 18. 
 

2.   Change Report Form (es3052a) 
 

DCF does not have a specific form for name changes.   Use Section 1 of the 
Change Report Form.  In the area that asks for the date the individual moved 
in or out simply write in "Name Change" then complete the remaining 
applicable areas in the section.   The report can be returned to the DCF 
Regions’s Customer Call Center.  To obtain the number for your Customer 
Call center, dial 1-866-762-2237. 
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VI.  Driver’s License / Florida Identification 

This packet includes: 

1. Location of Drivers License Offices 
2. Instructions for US Citizens 
3. Documents required for US Citizens 
4. Instructions for Non Citizens 
5. Documents required for Non Citizens 
 

1.  To locate your nearest driver’s license office go to: 
http://www.flhsmv.gov/offices/ 

2.  Instructions for changing your name - U.S. Citizens: 
A name change may be handled at any driver license office by presenting an original or certified 
marriage certificate or court order, the incorrect license and paying the $10 fee. A new license 
will be issued which could also include an address change. (NOTE: Proof of citizenship or legal 
presence may be required for renewal, duplicate or replacement licenses. Please come prepared to 
present an identification document as proof of citizenship or legal presence.) 

3. Documents required for US Citizens who have an existing driver’s 
license or state issued ID card 

a.  The original or a certified copy of your marriage certificate or court order. No 
photocopies will be accepted unless certified by the issuing authority 

b.  Updated Social Security card:  The name assigned to the social security number 
must match the name that will appear on the Florida driver license or identification card. 
If you have recently changed your name, update your records with the Social 
Security Administration before you apply for your license or identification card.  

4.  Instructions for changing your name - Non Citizens: 
A name change may be handled at any driver license office by presenting proof of legal presence, 
proof of legal name change, the incorrect license and paying the $10 fee. A new license will be 
issued which could also include an address change. Your name must be changed on your INS 
document before you can change your name on your driver license. 

5.  Documents required for Non Citizens 
a.  The original or a certified copy of your marriage certificate or court order. No 
photocopies will be accepted unless certified by the issuing authority 

b.  Updated Immigration Documentation: If you have legally changed your name by 
marriage or court order, you must have your name changed on your Citizen and 
Immigration Services (CIS) documents. 

 


