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Nubia's life was difficult from the start. Her biological mother admitted to using drugs when the twins were born in 
2000 and they were homeless for the first part of their life before family friends took them in. 

Nubia was born with both male and female parts, a medical condition that would require countless surgeries and 
medication, a doctor said. Friends teased her. 

Her mother "yells and screams at Nubia. Mom tells Nubia she hates her," according to a 2004 abuse report. The 
twins were later removed from her custody and lived with their biological father, who had a history of drug abuse. 

They were put in foster care when he was charged in 2004 with sexually molesting Nubia. The documents didn't say 
whether he was convicted. 

A few months after the twins moved in with Jorge and Carmen Barahona, a nurse noted that Carmen Barahona 
never took Nubia to her doctor's appointments and just sends her on a medical bus. 

"This child is very medically needy and should not be missing appointments because the foster parent does not 
want to take her," the report said. 

In 2006, Nubia had 17 absences from school in a three-month period. She was eventually home schooled. 

The children were adopted in 2008. 

In 2007, a teacher said Nubia "smells rotten" and was hoarding food in her backpack. 

"Nubia is always hungry and eats a lot at school. Nubia is afraid to talk," the report said. 

Investigators talked to the Barahonas, a speech therapist and the twins — everything seemed OK, according to the 
documents. The Barahonas said one of the side effects of Nubia's medical condition was a strong odor. 

The head of a children's advocacy group slammed the state agency. Florida's Children First Executive 
Director Christina Spudeas asked why "cries to the Florida Abuse Hotline were dismissed and not 
competently, completely and urgently investigated before the kids met their tragic fates." 

DCF Secretary David Wilkins has asked for an outside review of the case. 

 


