Institutional Abuse Reporting Bill
Institutional abuse or neglect involves abuse by a person responsible for a child’s care and who is an employee of the school, residential home, institution, facility or agency. 
When a call about institutional abuse involves an allegation against a department employee or contractor, the department has an incentive to keep this allegation secret.  

Likewise when a child on child sexual abuse occurs on a dependent child, the department has an incentive to keep this information a secret.  
The parties involved in an underlying dependency or delinquency case, including the parents of a child, are not made aware of the allegation of institutional or child on child sexual abuse.  The persons assigned to protect the child including the judge, guardian ad litem or attorney ad litem are often unaware of the allegation.  No existing law requires these parties be notified.  
This bill requires the department to disclose these allegations of abuse to the judge and parties in any underlying dependency or delinquency proceedings.  These parties, including the parents of the child, can then take steps to assure that the abuse allegation is fully investigated and that procedures are developed to assure the safety of the child.  

Recent stories support the proposed recommendations:

       Woman, 19, sues DCF for inadequate care, protection  Bradenton Herald, 10/04/03
        “One of three lawsuits filed Thursday accused the Department of failing to remove her from       facilities where she was allegedly subjected to harm that included physical abuse that resulted in a broken foot, denial of medical treatment and excessive medication…. That lawsuit says that DCF concealed abuses from the court and withheld or misrepresented information to law enforcement officials who tried to look into some of the alleged attacks on the plaintiff.”

        Suit: DCF didn’t tell adoptive mother of abuse  Sun Sentinel, 08/09/03
        “The lawsuit says the department “withheld information about the fact that the older sister had already been a sexual perpetrator on younger children.”

        Workers won’t be charged in sex-abuse case   Miami Herald, 8/22/03
         “Department of Children and Families counselor arrested on charges that they failed to report suspected sex abuse….at the Osceola County Children’s Home….  Even though not charged criminally, Cole violated DCF rules on reporting abuse and is no longer eligible to be hired by the agency…”

Institutional Abuse Reporting Bill

This bill requires DCF to disclose these allegations of abuse to the:

· Judge 

· Parties (including the parents of a child, in any underlying dependency or delinquency proceedings) 

· Enabling these parties to

· take steps to ensure that the abuse allegation is fully investigated 

· ensure that procedures are developed for the safety of the child

For additional information contact: Gerard F. Glynn, Florida’s Children First!, 407-234-0248 or gglynn@mail.barry.edu.  

